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The Bad Guys Won, award-winning Sports Illustrated baseball writer Jeff Pearlman returns to an

innocent time when a city worshipped a man named Mookie and the Yankees were the second-best

team in New York.It was 1986, and the New York Mets won 108 regular-season games and the

World Series, capturing the hearts (and other assorted body parts) of fans everywhere. But their

greatness on the field was nearly eclipsed by how bad they were off it. Led by the indomitable Keith

Hernandez and the young dynamic duo of Dwight Gooden and Darryl Strawberry, along with the

gallant Scum Bunch, the Amazinâ€™s left a wide trail of wreckage in their wakeâ€”hotel rooms,

charter planes, a bar in Houston, and most famously Bill Buckner and the hated Boston Red

Sox.With an unforgettable cast of charactersâ€”including Doc, Straw, the Kid, Nails, Mex, and

manager Davey Joshsonâ€”this â€œaffectionate but critical look at this exciting seasonâ€•

(Publishers Weekly) celebrates the last of baseballâ€™s arrogant, insane,

rock-and-roll-and-party-all-night teams, exploring what could have been, what should have been,

and what never was.
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Pearlman tells the tale of the '86 Mets, how they were put together by brilliant GM Frank Cashen,

the turmoil and triumphs of the '86 season, and how this team with so much potential for dynasty

status managed to win only one championship. Pearlman begins with a bang--the near destruction

of the interior of an airplane by the newly crowned NL champion Mets, returning from Houston after

the classic 16 inning battle which won them the NL crown. Much of the focus in the early part of the

book is on how GM Frank Cashen built the Mets piece by piece, taking them from the no-hopers of



the early 80s to the great championship team of '86. The discussion of the regular season (since the

Mets won by some 20 games, not that exciting) is livened up as we meet the individual members of

the team. We see the behind the scene tumult as well. Darryl Strawberry and Dwight Gooden

display early signs of the flaws that would mar their careers. Manager Davey Johnson seems

blissfully unaware of the turmoil which will eventually shatter the Mets, making the Mets of the late

80s one of the greatest teams to win only one championship. Time slows as we reach September,

with the Mets' mini-collapse that prevents them from clinching the division against the distant

second-place Phillies, leading to a Tuesday night riot at Shea as Mets fans storm--and nearly

destroy--the field after the Mets beat the Cubs for the division title. Time slows further for the

postseason, where the Mets meet their most severe tests, and two opponents--the Astros and Red

Sox--each convinced that they can beat the Mets--and each nearly does.

The 1986 Mets were the "dynasty" that wasn't. In Jeff Pearlman's book about the Mets 1986 season

the emphasis is on the "nasty". This account of the Mets second championship season recounts the

carousing that highlighted this hated team. That the Mets were, for a brief time, more hated than the

Yankees seems like an abberation.Pearlman follows the Jimmy Breslin rule of reporting. He talks to

the guys on the scene getting paid the least. Never have I seen more a baseball book related by the

equipment and clubhouse personnel. These provide insights that have not been related

elsewhere.This journalistic approach serves as both the books strength and it's undoing. Jeff

Pearlman is searching for a baseball Rosebud. He wasn't there, but he is trying to cover these

events as if he were. The unreliability of this technique is exposed by two things. First, the opening

chapter describes the Mets Roman orgy airplane flight after defeating the Astros in the National

League playoffs (disclaimer:I hate the term "league championship series or "LCS"-as far as I'm

concerned, post season games leading up to the World Series are Playoffs.). Trying and purporting

to give an accurate account when none of the individuals could ever be expected to remember

many specifics gets the book off on a titillating, but false, note.This would not be so bad if Pearlman

could earn our trust by at least getting his facts straight, but every so often he throws in a factoid

that makes a close Met follower like myself react with the "huh" word. Ed Lynch did not pitch the

most games for the Mets between 1982-1985 (he did have the most "Games Started"). Mike Scott is

"credited with having the National Leagues highest earned run average in 1982, when it was in fact

none other than Tom Seaver.
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